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MORE CLOSINGS –
BUYING OR SELLING! BRE #01897214BRE #01897214

Aptos Village 
is Taking Shape

Good weather through 
most of this winter has 
allowed Swenson Builders 
to make great progress in 
this community-changing 
project. This mix of resi-
dential and commercial 
properties will bring a new 
dimension to Aptos. The 
new Aptos Village will 
bring both a fresh center 
of business and of civic 
involvement to this part of 
the county. 

Full Story page 11

An 80’s themed run encouraging families to get outdoors 
and have fun! The annual 5K run starts in Aptos Village 
Park, runs through Nisene Marks Park and finished back 
at its start. All proceeds benefit Mar Vista Elementary and 
efforts to build a track on the lower field. Pull out the neon, 
crimper irons, Mohawk hairstyles and OP shorts.

This race is definitely as much about the costumes as 
the running. So plan that radical 80’s outfit because there 
will be prizes for best dressed! The top three racers most 
ridiculously decked out in their 80’s fashion will win a 
pair of FeeJays sweatpants. The 80’s music will be blasting 
and families will be dancing.             ... continues on page 4

Move for Mar Vista!
Third Annual Run to Support Mar Vista Elementary School, Sunday April 29

2018 National Agriculture 
Spring Luncheon 

A record crowd attended the National Agriculture 
Spring Luncheon held March 14 at the Santa Cruz County 
Fair Heritage Hall in Watsonville. The Santa Cruz County 
Farm Bureau and the educational organization Agri-
Culture coordinate the annual event.

Full Story page 6

108 Main St., Watsonville
(Corner of Main & River Dr.)

Drive-
Thru

831.724.1711
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  Agricultural History Project @  Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds
2601 East Lake, Watsonville, CA   |  www.aghistoryproject.org

FARM ANIMALS, TRACTORS, HAY RIDES, GAMES, BBQ & CRAFTS! 

DONATIONS ACCEPTED

WE’RE CELEBRATING AGRICULTURE

May 12th 
10am - 3pm

15th Annual

Aptos Village is Taking Shape
By Noel Smith

Good weather through most of 
this winter has allowed Swenson 
Builders to make great progress in 

this community-changing project. This mix 
of residential and commercial properties 
will bring a new dimension to Aptos. The 
new Aptos Village will bring both a fresh 
center of business and of civic involvement 
to this part of the county. First to be com-
pleted and occupied sometime in late 
summer will be the Townhomes along 
Granite Way overlooking the Village.

According to Mary Gourlay, Swen-
son’s Development Project Manager for 
Aptos Village, “Since the 1989 earthquake, 
Barry Swenson has had a commitment to 
helping Santa Cruz County in its recon-
struction and development.” She noted 
that most of the contractors and subcon-
tractors working on the project are local 
companies employing local people.

These include, besides Swenson 
Builders, Cayton Design Studio for 
village condos and commercial space, 
Kay Heizman Design for townhomes and 
Ifland Engineers, Inc. for the project’s civil 
engineering.

“We want people to know,” said 
Gourlay, “that we not only have a com-
mitment to building this project, but also 
to the community that it will be a part of.”

Project Description
Aptos Village is an 11.5 acre mixed-

use, town center development comprised 
of nearly 70,000 square feet of commercial 
space including a New Leaf Community 
Market and 69 new homes. The 17,500 
square feet store, expected to open in 

2018, will be New Leaf’s eighth location, 
including six in Santa Cruz County.

The new store will be housed in the 
relocated, historic Hihn Apple Barn to 
serve as the anchor for the Aptos Village 
Project. The project is in process for LEED 

ND certification awarded to projects that 
successfully protect and enhance the 
overall health, natural environment and 
quality of life in a community. 

“Aptos Village” page 14

Community News

Village Common Under Construction

Apple Barn

 

THE BEAUTY WITHIN 
Music, Art & Stories of Resilience 

 

Highlighting composers whose mental health challenges inspired their 
creative beauty within, Tanya Gabrielian, pianist, will weave remarkable 
stories about Mozart, Shostakovich, Beethoven and Gershwin into the 

performance. Joining Ms. Gabrielian are Grammy award winning cellist 
Jonah Kim and violinist Helen Kim. 

Sunday, April 22 
1:00 pm Art Show 

2:00 pm Performance 
 

Samper Recital Hall  
Cabrillo College 

 

Ticket prices start at $25 
celebrate.namiscc.org 

831-824-0406 
 

A benefit for NAMI Santa Cruz 
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“Kids Camp” from page 12

In today’s world of high-tech kids and 
families who have a constant connection 
to each other, it’s essential to take the time 
to emotionally prepare for camp. It is, of 
course, important to prepare the first-time 
camper, but families need to make sure 
that Mom, Dad, younger siblings at home 
— virtually everyone — is ready to adjust 
to camp life. The American Camp Asso-
ciation® (ACA) provides the following 
tips to help ease first-time families into the 
camp experience:

• Parents — As parents, it is important 
to focus on the positive aspects of 
camp. Remember that separation is 
natural, necessary, and inevitable 
— what better place to have that 
first experience than in a caring and 
nurturing environment designed 
specifically for children? Parents can 
also focus on the amazing benefits 
of camp — an experiential education 
like no other teaching valuable 21st 
century survival skills like leadership,  
teamwork, problem-solving, and 
interpersonal communication.

• Siblings — Bob Ditter, family therapist 
and one of the nation’s leading experts 
on camp, cautions it is likely that the 

child left at home will experience 
separation anxiety and truly miss his 
or her sibling. To help them prepare, 
be sure to talk about the upcoming 
separation. Before the eldest child 
leaves for camp take a picture of your 
children together that the sibling can 
keep in their room or carry around. 
Remind your children about the com-
munication they can have with each 
other through letters and postcards. 

• Other family members — Be sure that 
everyone is aware of the upcoming 
experience. Let family members know 

how to contact camper if they are 
interested through letters and care 
packages — make sure they are aware 
of any communication policies the 
camp may have, i.e. no phone calls or 
restrictions on what can be sent in a 
care package.

• Photos and Videos — An increasing 
number of camps are using Web sites 
to display photos or video during the 
camp session. According to ACA’s 2011 
Emerging Issues Survey, 75 percent of 
responding camps indicate that they 
post photos or videos to a Web site 

for families to view. Forty-five percent 
indicate that they post information, 
photos, and videos to social media 
outlets like Facebook. Families should 
be sure to ask camp directors about 
these options.
Camp is an equal opportunity life-

changer. By sending a child to camp, 
families are truly giving a gift that lasts 
a lifetime. By taking steps to mentally 
prepare for camp, families not only keep 
from getting “kid-sick” for their camper, 
but they can stay positive about the camp 
experience – which goes a long way 
toward helping first-time campers adjust 
to life at camp. And just like taking off 
the training wheels, the moment families 
see their camper radiating confidence and 
joy they will feel that burst of pride and 
gratitude that they allowed their child this 
experience.

For more information about preparing 
for the summer camp experience, or to Find 
A Camp, parents can visit www.ACAcamps.
org. This online resource for families includes 
expert advice, information on health and 
safety, and ACA’s searchable database of 
over 2,400 ACA-Accredited® camps. n

Reprinted by permission of the American 
Camp Association. ©2018, American Camping 
Association, Inc.

“Aptos Village” from page 11

The barn was moved in sections 
300 feet to its new location by the Village 
Common. The structure is being renovated 
to maintain its historic aspects, many of 
which will be visible within the new store.

The Planning Commission approved 
the current Aptos Village Plan in 2010 and 
the Planned Development in 2012 and 
approved by the Board of Supervisors. 
Prior to these approvals, the project was 
carefully reviewed and approved by 
Historic Resources Commission / HRC 
and other pertinent agencies. The project 
includes two three-story buildings that 
are less in height than the Bay View Hotel. 
Other buildings are 2.5, 2, and 1 story and 
adhere to the 2012 building height limits. 

When completed the project will 
provide: • New signage, parking and an 
entry kiosk for the Forest of Nisene Marks 
State Park • Estimated $330,000 in school 
fees. (Final figure TBD) • 15% of the total 
units will be affordable. • New tree-lined 
streets with wide sidewalks to be main-
tained by the Association. • Paving and 
sidewalk improvements to Aptos Creek 
Road and Trout Gulch Road • New traffic 
signals at the intersections of Soquel Drive 
and Trout Gulch, and Aptos Creek Road 
• Positive economic impact with local 
jobs and shops • A future County Park to 
be designed with Community input. • A 
Village Common for Community activities. 
• Improved stormwater system for the site. 
• Re-use of historic Hihn Apple Barn with 
interpretive displays and signage.

Aptos Village Affordable Housing
Another plus is that the County is 

offering an opportunity to buy a home in 
the new Aptos Village development 
at a below-market Measure J price. 
The Measure J program, named for the 1978 
voter initiative has made available over 500 
affordable homes in the county. However 
such sales have since the recession been 
rare with just two in 2015 and one in 
2017. Aptos Village will have 11 Measure J 
homes.

The county estimates the Measure 
J price to buy a one-bedroom unit at 
$280,000, $322,000 for a two-bedroom unit 
and $363,000 for a three-bedroom unit. 
For buyers of a Measure J home they will 

not see their property appreciate in value. 
A restriction in the deed keeps the resale 
price from escalating keeping the resale 
price affordable for the next buyer.

Application deadline for measure J 
housing is May 18, 2018. Contact the County 
Planning Department at 701 Ocean St., 4th 
floor in the Santa Cruz County Government 
Building for a Measure J Packet. The drawing 
will take place Friday, June 1, 2018. Four one-
bedroom units and one two-bedroom unit 
are expected in summer or fall of 2018 and 

expected to be available in late 2019 are a 
one-bedroom unit, two two-bedroom units 
and two three-bedroom units. n

•••
For general inquiries or comments email: 

info@theaptosvillage.com
For commercial inquiries contact Joe 

Appenrodt at 831.234.8554 or email joe@
appenrodtcommercial.com

With over 20 years of working and planning 
behind it, Aptos Village is finally becoming a 
reality.

New Traffic Lights at Trout Gulch Rd. and Soquel Dr.

Project Manager Mary Gourlay


